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FAissionary Xntelligence. 
THE SEVEN CHURCHES IN ASIA. 
(Continued from page 244 } 


April 14.—Lefi Isbarta soon after eight. We 
had not proceeded to a great distance, before we 
began to ascend the mountams: the road was no 
thing else than the channel of a streain, which 
pours down into the plain: we were of course 
perpetually employed in crossing its waters. The 
whole ride was exceedingly romantic: on both 
sides were high rocks of the most extraordinary 
formation—asature’s towers, churches, pinnacles, 
and minarets: we also saw the remats of two 
ancient bridges. Bat, singular and interesting as 
was (he commencement of the ascent, we soun 
found it become sill more extraordinary: we 
weie quite involved in Alpine dangers: this was 
occasioned by the deep snows, which were resting 
on the Geclivities of (he mountain: the route was 
entirely lost: our horses had the utmost difficuliy 
in making thew way, and it became necessary for 
our attendants theniselves to carry partof the bog- 
gage. Having gained a little * oasis” in this 
snowy desert, 1 sat down and sung the lines, 

Guide me, O Thou Great Jehovah ! 
Pilgrim through this barrea land : 
Jaw weak, but Chou art mighty, 
Save ine by Thy poweviui haad : 
Bread of heaven! 
Feed ave tili | want no more. 





After arriving ov the summit of the mountains, 
we met with few obstacles ; and descended » ith- 
out difficulty to the Village of Aglason. Per 
ceiving, ov our left, the ruins which had been 
celebrajed by Lucas, Mr. Arundell and myself 
turned aside to view them; and were so much 
Struck with what we saw, that we determimed to 
Survey them at our leisure on the following day. 

/lpril 13.—1 now write in the Theatre of Sala- 
Gassus ; for that such is the ruined city by which 
we are surrounded, is proved by an inscription 
which we have just discovered, For a long time 
we searched in vain, and I began to thik, that 
this was one of the cities whose memorial had 
perished with them. Whata striking instance of 
the transitory nature of earthly glory! It was on- 
ly by means of an inscription half buried in the 
earth, that the name of this magnificent city was 
rescued from oblivion. On this Mr. Arundell 
read with difficulty 

HZALAAAZSEQNTIOAISTIIE .... 
* The City of the Sagalasseans of Pisidia.” 
The situation of Sagalassus is most extiaordi- 


Dery: it may be styled the “ City of Suows j’ for, 
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even at this moment, the snow is resting in the 
area of the theatre below us, and we are sur- 
rounded on every side by snow-capped elevations. 
Stupendous Mount Taurus is visible at an im- 
meuse distance, and successive parts of the same 
ridge approach nearer and nearer. [t is but a 
peep which is allowed into the plains: mountains 
are the chief features of the picture. The rains 
of Sugalassus exhibit remains of most if not of all 
those ancient buildings which usually adorned 
the cities of antiquity; they are chiefly ranged ia 
two lines, at right angles wih each other ; one 
lying in the direction of east and west, the other 
of north and south: the former line runs parallel 
with the mountain, on the slope of which the 
town is sittated; the other descends the hill to 
a considerable distauce. Careful investigation 
would discriminate the Gymnasiuin, the Odeum, 
the Acropolis, teinples, and perhaps even church- 
es. I doubt not, Me. Arundell will detail the ru- 
ms with great accuracy: it is superfluous, there- 
lure, for me to say more on the subject, 1 must 
not, however, omit to express my admiration of 
the Theatre: this edifice is still in excellent pres- 
ervation, with the exception of some parts of the 
proscenium. Here a spectator may obtain a 
most accurate acquaintance with these ancient 
suuctures: be may mount the steps, ascending 
from the area to the highest seats: he may pass 
ulong the galleries; and he may traverse the 
vaulied passages. 

It was a source of gratification to me to observe 
symptoms of Christianity, amidst the aumerous 
symbols of Heathen worship. We saw a cross 
engraveu on the large building at.the western ap- 
proach, and avother under one of the sepulchral 
vaults hewn out in the rock. 

The rewains of Sagalassus are the most desert- 
ed of any which I have vet seen. They appear 
to have been abandoned to the partridges: we 
were continually starting these birds, during our 
examination of the building ; and we also areused 
a fox from his retreat in the Theatre. Nothing 
perhaps can be a more striking proof of the 
grandeur of antiquity, than to discover such splen- 
did ruins in a place of so little celebrity ; and, in 
surveying such am object, we are powerfully 
taught, that not only the existence of man, but 
even the duration of his proudest works, is transi- 
iory and precarious, 

u the village of Aglason, we find, according to 
report, 100 Turkish houses and one mosque. The 
village itself and the neighbarhood are strewed 
with the remains of antiquity. This morning I 
was astonished to observe a crowd of Turkish wo- 
men collected ound our dwelling: they were 
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drawfi thither by an eager desire to get a sight of 
us; and so different are Turkish manners in this 
part of the interior from those of the coast, that 
they were not even veiled. During our absence 
a still larger number, as we learnt, had assembled ; 
soine of them with the desire of medical assist- 
ance; one of these, though she was conscious of 
no complaint, was desirous of ascertaining, by 


means.of a physician, if she was in health! The; 


custom, which is almost universal among Turkish 
women. of concealing their faces beneath their 
large veils, as soon as they perceive a stranger ap- 
roaching, reminds me of what is related of Re- 
kah, (Gen, xxiv. 65,) “She said unto the ser- 
vani, What man is this, that walketh in the field 
to meet us? And the servant said, It is my mas- 
ter: therefore she took a veil, and covered her- 
self:” the original has it, “ She took rue veil”; 
or, as we say, “ HER veil.” 

April 21.—This morning I witnessed an affect- 
ing exemplification of the manner in which in 
struction is conveved among the Greeks. Hear- 
ing the sound of recitation, 1 followed it into an 
apartment of the khan, and found a priest enga- 
ged im teaching his son. The youth had before 

im one of the large volumes employed in the 
Greek Services, and which are written in a lan- 
guage unintelligible to hia. From this book, his 
ather engaged him in a continual repetition of 
the words, “ Arrogant Israel, bloody people, im 
pelled by what injuries didst thou liberate Barab. 
bas and betray the Saviour to the Cross.” By 
dint of such continual repetition, the poor litle 
fellow would, at length be able to read a book 
without understanding its meaning. The custom 
of tesching children by means of the ancient lan 
guage has, I believe, been universal till lately 
among the Greeks. From the words which I 
have just quoied, we may observe, ia passing, in 
what manner pravers to Saints hed their origin: 
firsi, the Saint was addressed in a rhetorical man 
ner, just as language is above directed to the peo- 
le of Israel ; and, by degrees, what was nothing 
but hold apostrophe, began to be understood as 
the language of prayer and adoration 

From the apartment of the priest, T passed in- 
to an adjoining School, which afforded me much 
greater satisfaction. Here I found a young 
Greek, with the New Testament of the Bible So 
ciety ip his hand, = It was delightful to observe in 
him a disposition, not unworthy of comparison 
with the spirit of the Ethiopian Eunuch, “How 
can I understand, unless some one guide me 2” 
In fact, he acknowledged his incapacity to under 
stand the truths of Divine Revelation; and I had 
one of those delightful opportunities, which re- 
fresh so much the spirit of the Missionary, of di- 
recting him to Christ, and to Christ alone, as the 
Saviour of sinners. I pointed out a variety of 
important passages in the New Testament, read 
them with bim, and marked them for his future 
study. [learned with no small satisfaction after- 
ward, that it was his full intention to proceed, 
with another young man, to Corfu, in order to 
Study at the University there. I thank God for 
my iatercourse with the young schoolmaster of 
Sarkeny : he bas heard the truth in a most teach 
able spirit. he 

Notwithstanding the rain continued, we deter- 
mined to proceed. We crossed the Mamander for 
the feurth and last, time, over a large wooden 
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bridge. After the rain had passed off, we encoun). 
tered most severe cold: suff-ring extremely from 
the rigor of the weather, we arrived at Bullada ; 
and were glad to find relief by kindling a large 
fire in our room in the khan. Bullada is large 
Turkish town, situated on the declivities of Mount 
Messngis: it contains a thousand houses and eley- 
en Mosques. 


Philadelphia. 


April 23—Tn vo part of my journey have [ ris- 
en with more lively anticipations, To dav IT ex- 
pect to see Philadelphia. May the blessing of 
Him that is holy and true accompany oe thither! 
May I learn, by this visit, to imitate the members 
of that Ancient Church, which so faiihfully Pept 
the word of our Lord’s patience; nfl finally he- 
come. with them. a pillar in the temple of God, 
and go no more out! 

After a ride of four hours we arrived at Phila- 
delphia As we drew near, I read with much in- 
terest the Epistle (Rav. iii. 7—13) to that Church, 
The town is situated on a rising ground, beneath 
the snowy mountain Tmolus. The houses aro 
embosomed in trees, which have just assumed 
their fresh green foliage, and give a beautiful ef- 
fect to the scene. I counted six minarets. We 
entered through a ruined wall; massyv, but by no 
means of great antiquity. The streets are exces- 
sively ill paved and dirty. The tear of Christian 
pity must fall over Modern Philadelphia. Were 
Christ himself to visit it, would He not weep over 
it, asonce over Jerusalem? Alas) the generation 
of those who kept the word of our Lord’s patience 
is gone by; and here, as in too many other parts 
of the Christian Vineyard, it is difficnlt to discov- 
er better frnits than those which are afforded by 
briars and brambles! Tr, is indeed, an interesting 
circumstance to find Christianity more flourishing 
here than in many other parts of the Turkish Em- 
pire: there is still a numerous Christian Popula- 
tion: they occupy 300 houses: Divine Service is 
performed every Sunday in five Churches; and 
there are twanty of a smaller descri tion. in which 
once a vear the Liturgy is read. But though the 
eandle-stick remains, its light is obscured: the 
lamp still exists, but where is its oi!? Where is 
now the word of our Lord’s patience ?—it is con- 
veved in sounds nnintelligible to those who hear; 
when the very Epistle to their own Church is read, 
they understand it not! The word of legendary 
superstition and of multifarious will worship is 
now more familiar to their ears. And where is the 
bright exhibition of Christian Virtues ?—unhap- 
pily, the character of Christians in these conntries 
will scarcely bear comparison with that of Maho- 
medans themselves! In a word, Philadelphia has 
had her share in that utter apostacy from true and 
practical Christianity, which has been the bane ol 
the East. “ Grievons wolves have entered in, not 
sparing the flock,” (Acts xx. 29.) “ There have 
heen false teachers among them, who privily have 
brought in damnable heresies, even denving the 
Lord that bought them; and many have followed 
their rnicious ways, by reason of whom the 
way of truth is evil spoken of,” 2 Peter ii. 1, 2. 

But, though I am compelled by truth to s7eak 
in this manner, I gladly seize this oppor'n''y te 
express my conviction, that ere lopg there wil! be 
a great renovation in the Eastern Churches. This 
is not the place for detailing the grounds of such an 





= was ~~ ea — ee oe fe el me es 


——' ~*~» 











i827.] 


opinion ; but I state with coufidence this result of 
my observations, during my intercourse with Ori- 
ental Christians. Nothing is wanting, but perse- 
verance in imparting instructions on every favour- 
able occasion; and, ere long, we shall see the 
fruit of our labours. The English Missionaries 
who visit these countries mm a zealous aud affec- 
tionate spirit, will find the language once address 

ed to Philadelphia applicable to themselves: * Be- 
hold, I have set before thee an open dvor, and no 
man can shut it.” 

We see this interesting place to peculiar advan- 
tage. For several days, we have been contending 
with rain, cold, and adverse weather ; but, to-day, 
on arriving at Philadelphia, * Lo! the winter is 
past, the rain is over and gone, the flowers appear 
on the earth, the time of the singing of the birds 
is come, and*the voice of the turtle is heard in their 
Jand (Cant. ii. 11,12.) The voice of the turile 
charmed ‘ve during our stay here. ‘This favourite 
bird is so tame, that it flies about the streets, and 
comes up Close to our door in the khan, 

The remains of antiquity at Philadelphia are 
not numerous. [ have noticed a few beautiful 
sarcophagi, now devoted to the purpose of troughs ; 
but the ruined wall was probably erected by those 
who so manfully defended this cily previously to 
its final fall. 

Our visit to Philadelphia was rendered the more 
interesting, by the circumstance of our being the 
Bishop’s visitors. He pressed us so strongly to 
make his house our home, that we thought it right 
to comply with his wishes. This circumstance 
gave me av opportunity of having much conver 
sation with Panaretos. Many of his remarks al- 
forded us satisfaction. The Bible he declared to 
be the only foundation of all religious belief; and 
I was astonished to hear him say, that he kuew of 
no other confession of Christian Belief, than the 
Creeds of the Apusiles, of Nice, and of St. Atha- 
nasius. With the design of referring to Chast, 
asthe “only name given among men by which we 
can be saved,” Lintroduced a remark on the aton 
ing efficacy which too many appear to attach to 
fasiing. “ Itis,” he repiied, “the universal idea.” 
After other remarks, distinguished for candor, and 
expressive of the miserable follies into which oui 
nature has plunged us, he used these decisive 
words—* Abuses have entered into the Church, 
which former ages might endure; but the present 
must put them down.” Other topies of conversa 
tion were, Jusufication by Faith, Indulgencies, the 
Prophecies concerning Popery, and the Seventh 
General Council. Counversing on the last-men- 
toned subject, | was surprised to find that he did 
not know that Protestants worshipped Goud wiih- 
out the use of pictures. The Christian Popula- 
tion he considered tobe on she increase at Phila- 
deiphia: in tne las: year there had been ten deaths 
and twenty marriages: the Turks, he said, were 
decreasing: a large number had marched for 
Greece, and none had ever returned. In the eve 
ning we attended the Metropolitan Church; but 
to give a true account of the sad degradation of 
Christian Worship exhibited on this occasion 
would be equally difficult and painful. We were 
highly pleased with the engaging manner of Pa- 
naretos: his house, also, which is termed, as usual 
by the Greeks, the Metropolis, exhibited adecorum 
highly suited to a Christian Bishop: nor did I 
Witness that fawning and perpetual kissing of the 
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hand, which I have deplored in some other Epis- 
copal Residences From the verandah, we bada 
view over the whole town by day; and, at night 
we observed the illuminated minarets spreading 
their light over the city, as is customary during the 
Fast of Ramazan. 

April 24, 1826—This morning L visited a Pab- 
lic School of the Greeks. There were present 30 
or 40 children: Greek, Romare, and Turkish were 
the objects of attention. ‘The Master complained 
thatthe veglect of the parents was a great obsta- 
cle toimprovement, as soon asa child could write 
sufficiently for the purposes of commerce, he was 
removed and employed in busmess. lam sorry 
io say, that here, as in many other Greek Schools, 
ihe bastinado is an important appendage, 

I found in this School a Manuscript of the Gos- 
pels, upon parchment; but itis by no means ane 
cient or valuable: it is, however, worthy of notice, 
that a Manuscript was found some time since at 
Cesaiea, written in capital letters; which is held 
in such veweration m that veighborhood, that the 
Turks always send for it when they put a Greek 
npon his oath: it will be well for future wavellers 
fo examine If. 

I cannot conclude this brief account of Phila 
delphia, without stating, from personal observa- 
tion, the remarkable fact, that, while Ephesus, La- 
vdicea, and Sardis, the three Charches which call- 
ed forth the denunciation of displeasure on the 
part of our Lord, are now nothing more than 
abandoned ruins, this Church together with Smyr- 
na and Thyatira (and this is also the case with 
Pergamos, which I have not yet visited,) still con- 
tain flourishing communities of Christians. 

The pen of a celebrated infidel bears witness to 
a circumstance which is worthy of notice in regard 
to Philadelphia. “ Philadelphia, alone, bas been 
saved by prophecy or courage. At a distance 
from the sea, forgotten by the Emperors, encom- 
nassed ov all sides by the Turks, her valiant citi- 
zeus defended her relivion and freedom above 
fourscore vears; and, at length, cupitulated with 
the proudestof the Ottomaus. Among the Greck 
Colonies and Churches of Asia, Philadelphia is 
sul erect; a column ma scene of ruins.” (Gib- 
bon’s Decline and Fall, vol. xi. chap. 64.) Ttanay 
be added—the circumstance that Philadelphia is 
now called Allah-Shehr, “the City of God.” 
when viewed in connection with the promises made 
to that Caurch, and especiatiy with that of writ- 
ing the name of the City of God upon its faithful 
Meinbers, ts, to say the least, a singular concurs 
rence, 


( To he continued.) 


CHOCTAW MISSION. 


EXTRACT FROM THE REPORT OF THE MISSION 
SCHOOLS IN THE CHOCTAW NATION, FOR THE 
YEAR ENDING SEPT. 30, 1826. 


Many of the readers of this work are probably 
little aequainted with the character of missionary 
schools, the branches taught, the method of teach- 
ing, and the progress of the scholars. Op all 
these points the Report furnishes muck informa. 
tion. It was compiied from the records of the 
several schools, and from minutes taken at the an- 
nual examination; and inserted in the Jlabama 
Miscellaneous Herald, preceded by some remarks 
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from Mr. Kingsbury, relative to the objects origi- 
nally contewplited by the school establishments 
anong the Choctaws, and the manner in which 
the missionaries have endeavored to accomplish 
those objects. —.Viss. Her. 


Preliminary Remarks. 

First, the objects. These were—to give the 
children a common English education; to teach 
them the principles and duties of the Christian re- 
ligion; to inure them to habits of industry and 
civilized life; to instruct some of them in mechan 
ical arts; also, to instruct and otherwise benefit 
the adult population. Such were the objects con 
templated by these schools. 

Second. As to the manner, in which those ob 
jects have heen acco:mnplished, 

[t was necessary, especially at the beginning of 
our operations, to have boarding schools. The 
persons who wished first to enjoy the benefit of 
these schools, were so dispersed over the nation, 
that they could not be accommodated with schools, 
where then children would hoard at home. 

In the Choctaw country, almost every article of 
living and labor has been, and still is, much high 
er than in the surrounding settlements: and gene- 
rally double what the same would be in Tennes- 
see o1 Ketitucky. It was obvious, that to provide 
for the bowrding and clothing, and teaching of a 
large number of children, under such circumstan 
ces, would be attended with great expense. For 
the accommodation and support of the schools, 
it appeared altogether proper and expedient, that 
there should be connected with them, a good 
plafiation and stock, and, also, some mechanical 
shops. The plantation, while it would supply the 
Station with the most necessary articles of food, 
would present an example of industry and practi- 
cai farming, that would be useful to the surround- 
ing inhabitants. In the mechanical shops such ar- 
ticies could be manufactured, as were needed at 
the stations : the natives around could be supplied 
with the most necessary farming tools; and some 
of their boys could be instructed in mechanical 
arts. 

According to our understanding with the natives, 
at the tine we accepted an appropriation of a part 
of their annuity, we engaged to establish three 
schools only, one in each district. There are now 
siz others in operation making nine inall. In 
some tew instances, where the parents were able 
to clothe their children, and had promised to do it, 
we have taken pay for clothing: bat in most in- 
stances, so far as it has been furnistied by us, it has 
been gratuitonsly, Lo 1819 about eighty cows and 
calves were given to the schools, by the Choctaws 
and white men residing in the nation. From 
these aud a very considerable nu uber that have 
been purchased, there bas grown a valuable stock, 
now belonging to the schools. What has been 
needed for provision, bas been killed. Recently 
fifty ov sixty grown cattle have been sold, and the 
procesis applied to the support of the schools. 

There is one point oa which I feel it a duty par- 
ticularly to remark: it respects the services of the 
missiovaries. These, so far as 4 pecuniary com- 


ensation is concerned, have all been gratuitous. 
ag who with one exception came on mijssiona- 
ry ground wiio vigorous health, and in the bloom 
of life, have finished their labors; and entered as 
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societies, to a still larger amount. 





they obtained, no eartily reward, either for then). 
selves, their friends, or their cuildren. The sur. 
viving missiouaries have no expectation, thas, ip 
tiis world, they will, in any way receive a co‘npen- 
sation for their services 

The missionaries receive food and clothing fo; 
themselves and families, and the means necessary 
for the prosecution of their work. Baur, lest jt 
sould be supposed, that large sums are drawy 
from the funds, to furnish the missionaries and 
their families with clothing, bedding, and furni- 
ture, it must be stated, that, hitherto, most of the 
missionaries have been principally supplied, either 
from what was their own property, or fiom what 
has heen furnished by their particular frieuds, 

There are families in the Chociaw inission, 
containing from four to seven individuals, who 
have not expended from the funds of the mission 
leenty five dollars a year, for their clothing, bed- 
ding, and firmitare. Ik may be further-remarked, 
that the missionaries in addition to their owe servi- 
ces, have applied more than two thousand dollars 
of what was their own property before they joiued 
the mission, to the establishment and support of 
the ission and the schools. Nor is there the 
most dictant eypectation, that this will be refund- 
ed. They have also, made donations to different 
It is with re- 
lnetance [ make these statements ; but, on account 
of the erroneous reports and iinpressions that have 
gone abroad on this subject, I feel constrained, in 
justice to the cause of missions, to state things as 
they are. 

We put in no claim for merit on account of 
what we have done. It is no more than was our 
duty; no more than the spirit of the Gospel re- 
quires ; no more than we owe to him, who died for 
our redemption, and who enjoined it on his disci- 
ples, to “ go into all the world,” and “ teach all wa- 
tions.” Nor is the sacrifice of doing this 30 great 
as many imagine. All that any of us really need 
in this world, is the means of subsisteyce while we 
live in it. How many thousands, who have no 
higher object than this world’s goods, labor hard 
all their days, and at their death leave nothing for 
their families? And how many thousands, to 
whom fortunes are left, would have been better 
without any? All the missionaries claim, is the 
character of honest men ; of bemg influenced by a 
sincere desire to benefit a wretched and suffering 
portion of the human family. 


SPECIMENS OF COMPOSITION, 


The following pieces were written by two native 
scholars of the female school at Mayhew, and are 
inserted here as specimens of the improvement 
which has been made in composition. The first is 
an address to those who had assembled to witness 
the examination of the school in July 1826.—It 
was written by a girl about 13 years old, and spo- 
ken at the opening of the examination. 


[To Col. Folsom.] 


Respected Sir,—I am happy that I have the op- 
portunity of saying a few wordsto you. We re- 
joice to think that we have a chief who is a friend 
to his people, and wishes their good, aud favors 
the schools in the nation. Had it not been for 
you and the friends of missions, we think we should 





we trust on their eternal rest. They sought, and 





have been wandering about in the wilderness. We 
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have heard people say the missionavies have done 
us no good; and now is the time for them to see 
if we are im the same situation that we were eight 
or even four years ago. We think you will still 
be a friend, and help the schools all in your pow- 
er; aud we Hope you will not be discouraged with 
your people, We hope God will make you in 

suumental of doing good to the nation. 

Ladies and gentiemen, permit me to say a few 
words to you iu behalf of the school, We thank 
you for coming here to attend our examinations ; 
we hope you will not be disappointed in what we 
are able to perform, We know that we are very 
deficient, and we are just beginning to learn,.— 
Please to excuse all the errors you find in us. We 
hope you will consider that we have had but little 
opportunity to learn, 

Now permit us as a school, all as one, tothank 
the mission family for their kindness to us: in sick- 
ness and in health, you have been friends indeed : 
you have treated us as your own children. We 
hope your labors will not -be lost. Please to ex- 
cuse our ungratefuluess to you. We ask your 
prayers for us now and when you are absent, that 
we inay walk in wisdom’s ways, which are pleas- 
ant, and all her paths which are peace. 


The other is addressed to a clergyman, whom 
the writer justly regards as a patron and a friend. 
She is about sixteen years old; and at the time of 
writing this letter, had been in the school less than 
three years. Mr. Kingsbury mentions in a com- 
munication recently received, that she was admit 
ted to the mission church on the first sabbath in 
June, and that the writer of the preceding address 
was proposed for admission at the same time. This 
fact, in connexion, with the seriousness and matu- 
rity exhibited in these pieces, must lead their 
teachers to hope much from their future exam ple 
and influence. 


Mayhew School, March 18, 1827. 


Dear Mr. H.,—I take this opportunity of wri- 
ting to you a few lines. Although we dont know 
each other, yet I hope we shall see each other in 
heaven. I think you would be glad to know that 
I began to think about God in December, I dont 
know what day it was. «In March [ thought I 
found the Saviour; but sometimes I think that 
Satan was deceiving me; but sometimes I feel 
very happy, and sometimes I get into darkness. 
I think you will be interested to hear that some of 
the gurls are trying to get the religion of Jesus. 
Mr. H. I want you to pray for us that we may not 
turn back to stupidity. Wiil you please to tell the 
good people there to pray for me earnestly. | 
wish I could go there and see and converse with 
you. I should be very glad to go and stay there; 
but we shall see each other in another world. J 
hope you will meet some of these girls in heaven, 
where they will live forever with God. Ob how 
dreadful will it be, if any of these girls who have 
heard so much about God, should at last sink 
down to hell, never to rise again; there to live with 
devils and damned spirits forever and ever. 

It has been almost three years since J first came 
— to school; but I have been cut some of the 
ime, 


My mother lives two days’ journey from here, 
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Last summer [I talked a little to her about God, 
and she did not kuow any thing about ber soul, 
She came here in February, and Mr. Byington 
talked to her in Choctaw about God, and she was 
very gladto hear. She never kvew any thing till 
she came here. IT think she will love God. I 
wish T could go and talk to her about God, and all 
my relatives ; I do not want any to be le(t behind. 
O may we all be brought into the kingdom of 
Christ, who died for us. [ want to go w »rearen 
and sing praise to God forever and ever. When 
you and Mes. H. die 1 want to meet vou in heav- 
ep. I think some of the cirls here may be brouvhe 
into the kingeom of Christ; anu when they go 
home they can tell their parents about God. Ido 
not know that one adult Choctaw bas beoome a 
Christian. We all pray for them, but we cannot 
save them; and if they die, where will they go? 
Ido not want any one to go to hell. May the 
Lord pour out his spirit upon the poor Choctaw 
people. Thev do not know who made them, and 
they drink and kill each other. God is very good 
to send the missionary bere to teach the poor 
Choctaws. | thank you for the name which is 
giver me. 1 wish vou would pray for me and for 
all the boys and for all the girls at this school. 

I have one tittle sister here named Miriam: 
sometimes I talk to her, and pray with her, and for 
the little girls here. Please to write to me as 
soon as you receive this letter, and you will much 
oblige your affectionate A. H, 


Rev. J. H. 





BEYROOT. 


The Missionary Herald for the present month 
contains an extract from Mr. Bird’s Journal, to 
Oct. 1826. It is principally devoted to the strug- 
gle between convictions of the truth and the fear 
of persecution, in individuals, and to thé opposi- 
tion, by violence and intrigue, made to the mis- 
sionaries by the Christian seets of the country. 
The missionaries were visited by many inquirers 
—their schools continued to prosper, and frequent 
applications were made for new ones, which they 
often declined establishing for want of trost-wor- 
thy persons to take charge of them. A school at 
Tripoli port has increased from 30 boys and 6 
girls. to 76 boys and 42 girls, and the bishop was 
so much pleased with it, that he begged for the 
establishmeut of similar schools in the town it- 
self. 

Asaap Suiprak continued steadfast in the 
faith as late as March of the present year. The 
missionaries have had repeated reports of bis 
death, and itis certain that he hasbeen jn a state 
of great suffering. Mr. B’s Journal contains the 
following notices respecting him. 

July 27. Priest A. called and conversed about 
Shidiok, whom he had scen two weeks ago at 
Cannobeen. He found him, he said, with an 


with a strong chain. Asaad was unwell, but con- 
versed familiarly on various points of doctrine, and 
once with a laugh accused the priest of being a 
protestant. He wrote a letter to us, which the 
priest refused to take, the amount of which was, 
that he was not properly in an Jaguisilion, but 
not far from it,—that bis greatest trial was, that 
he was not permitted either to read, or to preach 
the Gospel,—and wishing us to comfort each other, 





Mrs. Dalton, his mother, &c. 


iron collar about his neck, fastened to the wall’ 
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Aug. 15. Haheeb, a servant of the chief emeer, 
~arne te vieit bis celatives in the lower part of the 
vonuse. Havrng heard that he had seen Asaad in 
Cannobeen, I went down, and inquired of him 
whathe keew. Hesaid, that being in the vicin- 
ty of Cenvobeen collecting rates for the prince, 
he oallei ot the conveot on passing, and spent 
the night there. It so happened that that very 
night Asasd made an attempt to escape. The 
patriarch unmediately accused Hoheeb of being 
Privy to the matier.and threatened to take him 
in chein# to the emeer. However, Asaad’ was 
soon overtaken and breugh: back, and when in 
quired of whether Habeeh had assisted hiimto get 
away, he seplied, no. But Haheeb, to give fur 
ther testimony of bis own wnocence to his Holi 
ness. fel] to heating Assad with the rest. Lasked 
Hateeh if be thought all this i Nprisonment. and 
chaining aud beatiag was right. He replied in 
the usual careless way of speaking; and with a 
shrug of the shoulders.—"* Whar can be done 2” 
Taskeitf shes beat Asad badly. He pointed to 
his blue breeches, and said, his body was all the 
color of that. 

Missionaries.-~The Voomont Chronicle gives 
notice, tha: Messrs. BE VV. Clark, and J S. G een, 
of the Semiuory at Antave:, will bo ordaine! at 
Brandon. Vt. Oct. 3 as Foreign Missionaries. 
expecting to sail for the Ssndwich Islands early 
in November. 


INTERESTING FROM LIBERIA. 
Leticrs from Lott Carey. 


We have been politely furnished says the Rich- 
mond Family Visitor, with the copies of two let 
ters from the Rev. Lott Carey, addressed to gen- 
tlemen of this city. The account given in these 
letters of the unparalleled prosperity of the Colo- 
ny, will be peculiarly animating and encouraging 
to all who wish well to Africa, and who wil! aid in 
sustaining that benevolent enterprise, which is des 
tined, we trust, to deliver our country from the 
greatest evil that ever rested npon it—that of a 
black population, nominally free—and which in 
its progress will extend the blessings of christiani- 
ty to millions now groping their way to the eterna! 
world, in all the darkness of paganism. 

If any of our readers are not acquainted with 
the character of Lott Carey. a colored man—a 
consistent Christian and preacner, who went 
from this city,—they will learn by the following 
extracts from his letters, which we publish with- 
out correction—that he possesses a vigorous mind, 
and « heart ardently devoted to the welfare of his 
countrymen.—His letiers are dated, 


Monrovia, June 1827. 


Very Dear Brother,—I received your favors of 
6th Feb. with a great deal of pleasure, and | 
transmit tothe Board [of the Richmond African 
Baytist Missionary Society] through you the fol- 
lowing communication: 


I am happy to hear that the blessed Lord has 
made manifest his great salvation to a large por- 
tion of :he inhabitants of your city, and that the 
work was still going on. I pray that it may con 
tinue to go on until some of those who are the 
happy participants in this great blessing, shall look 








[Serr, 


across the wide waters and exert themselves to car- 
ry the same to the poor perishing heathen, on this 
large forsaken, afflicted, and rejected continent of 
Africa. Your not being able to send out any thing 
by this vessel [the brig Doris,] has produced no 
very great inconvenience, for we have heen bless. 
ed to get on middling well, and I trust we shall 
continue to do so. Our native missionary schoo} 
stands at 18, middling regular, and the Sunday 
school about from 18 to 25. Their improvement 
during the past year under brother J. Lewis has 
heen greatly encouraged. 

I feel encouraged, notwithstanding the indiffer- 
ence that seems to be manifested at present by the 
Board of Foreign Missions towards this station. 
However, I suppose that the board has but little 
means at present, but there are not I think a wane 
of men among so many good men—men of God! 
I think that there might be one found who would 
be willing totake up his cross and follow the Lord, 
where and when duty called him. Find the man 
and then look for the means. From the signs of 
the times, I should, and I think that you would in- 
fer, that the great Author of salvation is about to 
carry ona great work among the heathen on this 
partof the coast of Africa. 

The native man John, who I baptized some 
time since, (which I informed you of) I have been 
making efforts to get to remove down to Monro- 
vie for about 18 months. He informed me some- 
time in the year past, that he had never paid for 
his wife, and therefore her parents would not con- 
sent for him to remove her until he had paid for 
her. he had also two small children. I sent him 
tp to ascertain what her parents demanded for his 
wife and children. He returned in a few weeks 
and informed me titat they asked thirty bars, (equal 
to £22 50,) which I gave him, and he went up and 
paid for them, bat would not remove them at that 
time, on account of the rains which had then set 
in. Thad just concluded before [ received the 
following communication, that it might not be the 
will of God that he should remove froin Cape 
Mount. My wish was to remove him from the 
persecuting storm of the natives, among whom he 
lived; but it is often the pleasure of our heavenly 
Father that his children should be persecuted. 
The following is a note which I received from him 


last week. 
“ Big Town, Monday, —— 


“Sir, I take this opportunity of writing to you 
to tell yon what the Lord is doing forus. [want 
to come and see you. There is another young 
man that wants to be baptized, and if you aie 
willing, I will fetch him to the Cape as soon as iny 
Ivory comes. If you please send me a little to- 


bacco. 
Your Brother in the Lord, 


JOHN BAPTIST.” 


The above isatrue copy. This information was 
confirmed by a brother belonging to our ehurch, 
who arrived here last night direct from Big Town. 

He reached there before he heard anv of the 
circumstances—and to his astonishment was Sa- 
luted by this young man, whose conduct and con- 
versation satisfied his mind that he was exper'- 
mentally acquainted with the Lord Jesus Christ. 
And it is still more strange to tell, that though 
this change has not taken place more than s!x 
weeks, since that time he has learned to read so *3 
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to read the New Testament middling intelligibly, 
which he appeared to glory in very much. 


From the Visitor and Telegraph. 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF PETERSBURG. 


Extract of a Letter from the Rev. Benj. H Rice. 


Led by the Providence of God, I came to this 
place in thé month of December, 1812 ; and com- 
menced my labors in au unfinished building de- 
signed for a stote, the property of a worthy Scotch- 
man, (recently become a member of the church,) 
who kindly loaned it as a place of worship.* At 
that time there were only two Presbyterians in the 
town. During the following year, a Presbyterian 
church was organized, consisting of twenty-three 
members, which gradualiy, but slowly, increased 
until the summer and autuinn of 1822-~——when it 
pleased the Lord to visit us with a time of refresh 
ing from His presence; during which season, 
about eighty were admitted to chuich member 
ship, chiefly young persons, from eleven to twen 
ty-five years of age. In the following wimer and 
spring, the gleanings of this precious varvest raised 
the number of hopeful converts to about one hun 
dred. From that time until the autumn of last 

ear, there was manifestly a decleusion from the 
life and power of religion, and a consequent indif- 
ference and negligence as to the interests of Zion 
and the conversion of sinners—not total indeed, 
but yet fearful in its effects, and distressing to those 
whose love was not quile extinguished. Such was 
the state of thing at that time, that some of us, at 
least, began to be alarmed, to be humbled, and to 
stir up ourselves to seek the Lord ;—and the church 
was partially revived, and sinners began to think 
upon their ways, and to turn their feet to the testi- 
monies of Jehovah. The work of the Lord, 
which abom the beginning of the present year ap- 
peared evidently to have been begun, very gradu- 
ally increased, until the meeting of Hanover Pres- 
bytery, which took place here the latter part of 
April. At that time the power of the Holy Ghost 
was signally displayed among us, and many were 
cut to the heart and began earnestly to inquire, 
what they must do to be saved. For two or three 
weeks the gracious work weuton, aud many of 
thase who were awakened during Presbytery found 
peace in believing in the Lord Jesus Christ. But 
now there are only two or three that can be re- 
garded as awakened sinners among us, and no te- 
cent conversions. The whole number aduiitted to 
the church during this revival is fifty-three, of 
whom about forty are young females, from twelve 
to twenty-five yearsof age. We give all the glo- 
ry to the God of grace, and ever say not unto 
us, &e. 

The principal meaxs employed with success dur. 
ing this season of mercitul visitation, were the 
plain and pointed preaching of the word; social 
prayer; special prayer for a blessing on the word 
preached ; visiting, and conversation. ‘There has 
been very little excitement or expression of ani- 
mal feeling, and almost nothing inconsistent with 
that decency and order required by the Aposile. 

*In the year 1813, a comfortable charch was built, 


which has since been sold to the Masons and converted 


into a lodge ; and a yery large aod commodious church 
erected. 


@onvention at Auburn.—A convention for in- 
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quiry, on the subject of raising up & competent 
number of ministers of the Gospel, met at Aubura, 
N.Y. Aug. 15. By recommendation of a com- 
mittee appointed ast year, the convention resol- 
ved, that each member use his individual infla- 
evce, to carry into full and vigorous operation the 
system of the American Education Society, as 
arranged with the Presbyterian Education Socie- 
ty. The convention also approved the pla of a 
school, to be established in the western district, 
* which, while it shall combine al! the modern im- 
provements in education, shall have as its great 
and leading object, to which all its regulations 
and instructions shall be subservient, the inculea- 
tion of evangelical principles and the promotion 


of vital piety.” 
A WORLD OF CHANGES. 


What I say unto one I say unto all, warcn, 


The other day Iwas conversing with a friend, 
lately returned from the southern hemisphere, on 
various topics ; among which was the mutability 
of human circumstances. In illustration of this, 
he mentioned a pleasant excursion which he and 
three young friends made from Cape Town to the 
Moravian settlement at Groene Kloof, in South 
Afnea, which is about thirty miles from the Cape. 
They were allin goud health and spirits and were 
highly gratified during the trip, which took place 
during the month of January, 1825, about the 
middle of summer in that part of the world, 

Before the succeeding January (1826) a great 
alteration had taken place with respect to that 
little party. Only one remained in Africa, one 
was in Asia, avother in Europe, and the fourth 
had reached that world from whence there is no 
return. 

In January this year (1827) two of the party 
were dead, and the other two were in London, 
What another January may produce with respect 
to the survivors, who can tell] ? 

The history of this little group is an affecting 
and an impressive picture of human affairs, aud 
far from being uncommon, as to its general char- 
acter. When my friend retired, I silently survey- 
ed the instructive sceve in my mind. While thus 
sitting pensive, a number of other instances of the 
changeableness of human circumstances seemed 
to pass before me, some of which I will note down 
while they are fresh in my recollection, 

I travelled some years ago from Portsmouth to 
London, with an officer who was returning from 
the Peninsular war. He had served in the Ger- 
man Legion in Portugal and Spain, and stated 
that the last time he bad been in Portsmouth, a 
very few years before, twenty officers of his corps, 
including himself, had dined together before they 
went on board the transports which were to con- 
vey them to Portugal. All of these, excepting 
himself had been killed, or wounded and left be- 
hind ; but the greater part had fallen in battle, and 
in the prime of life, and he had arrived at Ports- 
mouth a solitary individual. I observed that a 
= came into his eye while relating the mournful 
tale, 

After musing awhile on the fate of the Ports- 
mouth military assemblag& my mind was direct- 
ed to a very painful circumstance which happeo- 
ed during the Caffree war, in South Africa, 
Nearly opposite to a ford across Fish river, which 
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264 David Saunders. 


separated Caffraria from the colony of ihe Cape, 
was a small tort defended by an officer and twen 
ty soldiers. Afier breakfast, one beantiful morn- 
ing, lieutenant M—, a corporal, and seven men, 
west ont to patrol the skirts of a neighbouring 
wood, looking out for the Caffrees. While they 
were walking leisurely along a path which cross 
ed the wood, a party of Caftrees rushed unobsery- 
ed from a thicket which had concealed them and 
instantly killed the seven soldiers, who were walk 
ing behind the officer and corporal, and also slew 
two other soldiers who were guarding some cattle 
near the spot. The officer and corporal fled, and 
leaped from a low cliff into a thicket of under 
wood, where they endeavoured to conceal them- 
selves from their pursuers, and were unexpectedly 
delivered by the following meens. The officer’s 
lady, who remained at the fort, feeling an unac 
countable uneasiness about her husband, cesired 
the men to discharge one of the guns. The re- 
port being heard at the very time the Caffrees had 
slain the soldiers, diverted their attention from 
searching for the officer and his companion; and 
they co mented themselves with carrying off the 
muskets and clo:hing of the slain. Contemplat- 
ing the circumstances of this painful event, I fan- 
cied that I saw the nine men cheerfully enjoring 
their bre ‘kfast that moruing, probably passing 
their jokes and talking of former feats, not at all 
aware that they had entered on the last hour of 
their existence in this world! Equally ignorant 
are we all of what an bour may produce regarding 
ourselves. Weil did the Great Mester say, * What 
T say unto o: e [ -ay unto all—Warcu !” 
Equally sudden and affecting was ‘he case of a 
country tradesman inthe porthof Boglend, some 
years ago: while standing behind bis counter sell 
ing his goods to a lidy, he felt an extraordinary 
sensation, and ran out ito the street, calling out 
“Mine hour is come! Mine hour is come!” and 
instantly expired! Thus, in the course of a singie 
Minute, a man apparently in health became a 
corpse, his wife a widow, and his children orphans! 
While breakfasting together that morning, they 
littie thought that so important an alteration in all 
their conditions as to this life would take place be- 
fore the next meal! The change was even more 
unlikely than in the former case, where the woods 
were known to be infested by marauding savages. 
But whether we live in times of traquillity or ca- 
Jamity, in quiet or uproar, ip city or country, on 
sea or land, we are equally liable to receive a sud. 
den summons to appear before God, which every 
man does &t the hour of his departure. What ur- 
gent need is there then to live a life of constant 
dependance on the Son of God, of constant 
watchfulvess, and of constant looking out for the 
coming of the Son of Man. 





DAVID SAUNDERS, 
THE SHEPHERD OF SALISBURY PLAIN. 


Many of our readers are acquainted with that 
beautiful Tract, “The Shepherd of Salisbury 
Plain,” written by Mrs. H. More, and it will now 
become known to many others, as it is added to 
the publications of the Religious Tract Society, 
No. 251. o 

The substance of this narrative is a correct ac- 
count of David Saunders, of West Lavington, 
who died about the period of its publieation.— 





Some of the incidents towards the olose of the 
Tract were supplied by the authoress; but the 
most important part, the conversation represented 
as passing between the shepherd and a Mr. John- 
son, really took place with Dr. Stonehouse, a 
neighboring clergyman, who afterwards befriend- 
ed the shepherd on many occasions. 

Dr. Stonehouse, who was on a journey, and 

somewhat fearful from the appearance of the sky 
that rain was at no great distance, accosted the 
shepherd with asking what sort of weather he 
thought it would be on the morrow ? “ It will be 
such weather as pleases me,” answered the shep- 
herd.—Though the answer was delivered in the 
inildest aiid crvilest tone that could be imagined, 
Dr. S. thought the words themselves rather rude 
and surly, and asked him how that could be ;— 
“ Because,” replied the shepherd, “ Tt will be such 
weather as shall please God, and whatever pleases 
him always pleases me.” 
_ Dr. 8. was satisfied with the reply, and entered 
into conversation with the shepherd in the follow- 
ing manner—* Yours is a troublesome life, honest 
friend,” said he. “To be sure, Sir,” replied the 
shepherd, “’tis nota very lazy life, but ’tis not 
near so toilsome as that which my Great Master 
led for my sake, and he had every state and con- 
dition of life at his choice, and chose a hard one 
—while I only submit to the lot that is appointed 
me.” “Vou are exposed to great coli and heat,” 
said the gentleman. “ True, Sir,” said the shep- 
herd ; but then T am not exposed to great tempta- 
tions ; and so throwing one thing against another, 
God is pleased to contrive to make things more 
equal than we poor ignorant short-sighted crea- 
tures are apt to think.—David was happier when 
he kept his father’s sheep on such a plain as this, 
and singing some of his own psalms, perhaps, than 
ever he was when he beeame king of Israel and 
Judah. And, T dare say, we should never have 
had some of the most beautiful texts in all those 
fine psalms, if he had not been a shepherd, which 
enabled him to make so many fine comparisons 
and similitudes, as one may say, from a country 
life, flocks of sheep, hills and valleys, and foun- 
tains of water.” 

* You think then,” said the gentlemen, “that a 
laborious life is a happy one.” “1 do, Sir; and 
more especially so, as it exposes a man to fewer 
sins. If King Saul had continued a poor labori- 
ous man to the end of his days, he might have liv- 
ed happy and honest, and died a natural death in 
his bed at last, which you know, Sir, was more 
than he did. But | speak with reverence, for it 
was Divine Providence over-ruled all that, you 
know, Sir, and I do not presume to make compar- 
isons. Besides, Sir, my employment has been 
particulatly honored. Moses was a shepherd in 
the plains of Midian. It was to shepherds keep- 
ing their flocks by night, that the angels appeared 
in Bethlehem, to tell the best news—the gladdest 
tidings that ever were revealed to poor sinful men; 
often and often has the thought warmed my poor 
heart in the coldest night, and filled me with more 
joy and thankfulness than the best supper could 
have done.” 

A few additional particulars respecting David 
Saundess may be acceptable to our readers. 

God blessed him with an excellent wife and a 
numerous offspring ; he had sixteen children, and 
twelve of them, at ene time, were “ like olive 
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branches round his table.” It is not to be suppos- 
ed that a poor shepherd, with such a family, could 
be without difficulties, especially as his wife suffe: 

ed much from sickness; but she was a most pious 
notable woman ; and all the children were brought 
up iv early habits of industry. When trouble used 
to prey upon her spirits, her coastant method was 
to repair, with cries and tears, to her husband’s 
Jarge Bible, which he used to keep in the thatch 
of his cottage; and there as her daughter has 
since related, she always found something to coin. 
fort or support her under her afflictions, 

Her husband, good man, fled to the same re 
source in all his trials: his wages were but 6s. 3). 
weekly, out of which he was sometimes obliged to 
pay a boy for assistance ; but when times of pecu- 
iar necessity occurred, God always raised him up > 
a friend. Dr. (afterwards Sir James) Stonehouse 
repeatedly assisted him; and sometimes his good 
neighbors, in humbler life, united to supply bis 
wants. In one of his letters, in his old age, he 
thus writes, with much Christian simplicity :— 
* As for my part, I am but very poorly in body. 
having very sore legs; and cannot perform the bu 
siness of my flock without help. As tothe things 
ef this world, I have but little share, having my lit- 
tle cot to pray and praise God iu, and a bed to rest 
on: so I have just as much of this world as I de- 
sire. But my garment is worn out, and some of 
my Chiistian friends think they must put their 
mites together and buy me one, or else I shall not 
be able to endure the cold in the winter: so I can 
say, Good is the Lord !—he is still falfilling his 
promise, ‘1 will never leave thee nor forsake 
thee !’” 

About a year before his death the loss of sight 
totally incapacitated him for his pastoral office, 
{as it may be calied,) but the neighbouring farm 
ers invited him to visit them for a month together. 
li had been his constant prayer that the Lord 
would not let him long struggle with death, or lie 
long ill, to be troublesome to his friends; and the 
Lord granted his request. 

Being on a visit to one of his friends at Wyke, 
the aged saint united, as usual, with the family in 
prayer; and was afterwards heard with extraordi- 
nary fervency, in hisown room. He slept with 
the son of his kind host; and after he was in bed, 
began to open to him the things of God, and talk- 
ed to him of the blessed Jesus till he fell asleep— 
to wake no more till the resurrection of the just; 
for in the mornjog he was found dead! At the 
joint expense of his friends, and as a mark of 
their particular respect, his remains were couvey- 
ed to his own parish, where they were interred 
with more than usual solemnity, about the middle 
of September, 1796, and in the eightieth year of 
his age. Thus was he, as a shock of corn fully 
ripe, gathered into the garner of the Lord! 


ON JUSTIFICATION. 


The righteousness wherein we must be found, 
if we will be justified, is not our own, therefore we 
cannot be justified by any inherent quality [or 
quality naturally in us]. Christ hath merited 
righteousness for as many as are found inhim. In 
him God findeth us if we be faithful, for by faith 
we are incorporated into Christ. Then, although 
in ourselves we be altogether sinful and unright- 





gous ; yet even the man which is impious in bim- 


celf, full of iniquity, fall of sin ; him, being found 
in Christ through faith, and having his sin remitied 
through repentance; him God beholdeth with a 
gracious eye ; putteth away his sin by not impu- 
ting it ; taketh quie away the punishment due 
thereunto by pardoning wt, and accepteth him iv 
Jesus Christ, as perfectly righteous as if he had 

fulfilled all that was commanded inthe law. Shall 
I <ay more perfectly righteous than if himself had 
fulfilled the whole law ? T must take heed what 
I say ; but the apostle saith, * God made him to 
be sin for us who knew no sin, that we might be 
made the righteousness of God inbim.” Such we 
are inthe sight of God the Father as the very Son 
of God himself. Let it be counted folly, or fren- 
zy, or fury, whatsoever, it is our coinfort, and our 
wisdom ; we care for no knowledge in the world 
but this, that man hath sinned and God hath suf- 
fered; that God hath made himself the Son of 
Man, and that men are made the righteousness of 
God. 


---— 


ON SIN. 


Sin is a little word. but it is full of the most 
deadly poison. It broke out first in heaven, and 
transformed angels ito devils. It appeared next 
in Paradise, and degraded men into a condition 
viler than the beasts which perish. It has fouad 
the way into every heart, and makes fearfal 
ravages; and, if sovereign sanctifying grace 
does not stop its progress, the consequences will 
be fatal: for lust hath conceived, and brought 
forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, will bring 
forth death. It is so foul a stain, that nothing but 
the blood of Christ will wasn it out. It is so 
malignant a disease, that nothing but the Balm 
of Gilead will heal it. It is the only thing God 
hates. He is of purer eyes than to behold ini- 
quity, and cannot look upon sin: He turns away 
from it with infinite detestation and abhorrence. 
Every wilful transgression is a rebellion against 
his Government,—a disbelief of his All-sufficiency, 
—a denial of his Omniscience,—a defiance of 
his Power,—an abuse of his Goodness,—and an 
affront of his Holiness. The degree of an offence 
rises in proportion to the dignity of the person 
offended. An affront offered to an inferior or 
equal, though by no means justifiable, yet is noth- 
ing in comparison to an insult offered to a mas- 
ter, parent or a prince, compared to God, who is 
King of kings, and Lord of lords! How incon- 
ceivable evil, then must sin be, which includes 
a contempt of infinite Majesty, and endeavours 
to shake off the government of God! It is highly 
injurious to the sinner. Injurious !—it is ruinous ; 
it destroys both body and soul: it embitters all bis 
enjoyments in this world, and exposes him to ever- 
lasting weeping and guashing of teeth in the 
next. 

You may think more favourably of sin, perhaps, 
now ; you may even think it innocent and pleas- 
ing; you may think yourselves happy in sinful 
indulgences, and please yourselves with the ad- 
vantages you have above your more scrupulous 
neighbours ;—but depend upon it, sooner or later, 
your own experience will confirm what God long 
ago said, (Prov, viii. 36.) “He that sinneth 
agaiust me wrongeth his own soul: al! they that 
hate me love death.”—Extract from the unpul- 
lished Writings of Lavington. 
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SABBATH SCHOOLS. 


It is like leaven which a woman hid in three measures 
of meal. 

The American Sunday School Union now embra- 
ces one hundred and fifty-nine thousand scholars. ‘Lhe 
average rate of printiug by the American Union, is 
equal to four hundred and thirly two thousand pages 
per day. Lhe tunds of the msttution have been in- 
creased by a Joan of ten thousand dollars, in order 
to cnable ihe managers to satisty the imcreasing de- 
mand for their excelient publications. 


Sabbath Schools in the western part of the State of 


Wew-Lork, appear to be makiuwg greater progress 
than iu avy other part of our favored country. Great 
beneiit is derved trom the formation of County Un- 
ions, and the employ ment of Sabbath Schoo! Mission- 
aries. : 

The second anniversary of the Western Union was 
held at Utica, on the 23d of August. ihe Keport, a 
part of which is published in the 5. 5. Visutaut, com- 
ments ‘‘ upon the beuefits of Sunday Schoo) missions 
and exhibits various facts, illustrative of their suc- 
evss :”’ such, for instance, as the following :— 

“In Jefferson and ‘Tompkins counties, the former 
of which had the services of a missionary turee 
months, and the latter two months, the number of 
scholars had quadrupled. io Ontario, where a miss- 
jonaty had spent five weeks, the number had been 

+ more than doubled. Otsego employed a missiouary 
four months, and the accession uf scivulars amounted 
to something like two thousand. Ibe present uum- 
ber is three thousand five hundred. 

The report (says the Visitant) made various com- 
ments upon the plan of concert collections ; upon the 
Sunday School in Auburn state-prison ; and upon the 
Directions, published by the Board, for the manage- 
ment of Sunday Schools. It then went into a more 
mioute detail of the Society's particular concerns. 
We subjom the following extracts :— 


** We pass now to the subject of books. Our De- 
pository is at.present able to answer ali ordinary de- 
maods. Perbaps there is no charactetisuc of the 
present age, aflording a ciearer indication ot the pro 
gress vf society, than the constantly growing and 
prodigious attention which is given to books tor chii- 
dreu. Great talents and accomplishments have dis- 
tinguished several of their authors. ‘The average 
amount of our own sales during the present season, 
has exceeded one thousand dvilars a month. We 
would barely state, that m is not our tention to 
make the Deposuory a source of profil io the institu- 
tion, but merely to make it sustain ntself. We are 
prevented making that discount w auxiliaries which 
we would wish to do, by the want of capitai: but we 
have it in prospect the coming year, to supply this 
defect in our instiiution. 

“ We come now to speak of conversions, always 
the most interesting, and always a very delicate sub- 
ject. The great revivals of reiigiou last year produ- 
eed a harvest of much greater abundance than this 
year has yielded. It is, however, we believe, not put- 
ting it too high, to count on the conversion of three 
hundred teachers andscholars§ Candor obliges us 
to state, what it is indeed painful to say, that of the 
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respect of the scholars, seem to hare been only 
apparent. Perhaps the too sanguine hopes of some 
of our friends led them to a little too favorable an in. 
terpretation of appearances, and possibly to a little 
exaggeration. We recommend to our auxiliaries the 
utmost accuracy in their reports in this respect par- 
ticulariy. We should not deserve from the public 
that confidence which we covet, did we not hasten to 
rectify any overstatements, It is, indeed, much 
more difficult to deal with childhood in seasons of re- 
ligious excitement, than with adult age. Childhood 
is 80 mercurial, so impressible, so changeful, and has 
so imperfect a power of communicating its feelings, 
that it is not easy to ascertain the precise state in 
which it may happen to be. But far be it from us to 
imagine that children are less likely subjects of re. 
geveration than men. “ Suffer little children to 
come unto me, and forbid them not; for of such is 
the kingdom of heaven.” Great numbers of our pu- 
pils attest the truth of the Redeemer’s gracious aud 
encouraging words: and their lives show that he has 
taught them * to know his voice and to follow him.’ 

‘In a late circuiar, we referred to our auxiliaries 
the subject of bible Classes, requesting them to pre- 
pare a plan to lay before the Society on this occasion. 
bible Ciasses form an institution collateral with Sun- 
day Schools, and in some sort cvivcident with them. 
Wiat shali be done on this subject is for the Society 
to direct. 

“Un the whole, during the past year, our number 
of county auxiliaries has been increased to twelve, 
by the accession of Tioga and Broome; our system 
and principles of mauagement have been very geuer- 
ally adopted; a plan for creating a missionary fund 
has been put in a train: our missionaries pave trav- 
ersed a very great part of our territory ; our numbers 
have increased to five hundred schools, three thou- 
saud five hundred teachers, aud thirty-one thousand 
scholars ; and great preparations have been made 
for much more extensive aud efiective operations dur- 
ing the coming year. ‘The fourteen counties of our 
connection contain a population of nearly half a mill- 
ion, of which avout one bundred and fifteen thousand 
are fit subjects for the Sunday Schovl. Eighty-four 
thousand children, thereiore, remain still to be gath- 
ered into our fold.” 


WILLIAMS’ COLLEGE. 


The annual commencement of Williams’ College 
was holden September 5. A letter published in the 
Boston Recorder, contains the following account of 
the proceedings : 


The prize speaking on the evening of Tuesday 
was such, as to do honor both to the speakers and 
the institution. The successful competitors were, 
m the Freshman class, Cannon; in the Soph- 
omore, Hubbel ; in the Junior, Lassell. 

An address was delivered at the close of the 
evening, before the Adelphi Union Society, by 
Rev. Uyvrus Yale, of New Hartiod Conn., on the 
“plication of serence to the useful purposes of 
‘fe; hich wasa specimen of tich and elegant 
omposiiion, was the result of scientific and com- 
vehensive views, and evinced a mind intent on 
ibserving the prog:ess of human improvement and 
ub promoting human happiness. 
A Poem was ‘elivered on Wednesday, by Em- 
ory Washbure Esq. of Leicester, which had much 
excellence, avd was uitered with distinctness, and 
in that earnes! manner which kept up an attention 
that poems delivered on such occasions often fail 
o produce. 

The performances on Wednesday were good. 





supposed conversions reported last year, some; in 


The day was very fine, and the eencourse ef peo- 
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ple uncommonly large, and respectable. Thirty 
one young gentlemen received their first degree 
and & the degree of A. M. ‘Phe honorary degree 
of A. M. was conferred on six; the degree of 
M. D. on seven ; and the honorary degree of M. 
D. on four. The Concio ad Clerum was deliver 
ed in the evening, by the Rev. Mr. Sprague, of 
West Springfield, from Phil. 11.6. 11. It was 
his object to exhibit the scriptural account of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, in his diviwe, human, and me- 
diatovial character, Although it wasa late and 
tied hour, he had a large and respectable audi- 
ence, whose unrelaxed attention evinced thai they 
were interested. ‘ 

it was gratifying to see neither wine or strong 
drink at the public dinner, and is especially in- 
leresting to see this institution, with others, ta- 
king a high stand against the monster vice. It 
is pleasing lo see this Institution rising, tis friends 
rallying about if, and its patrons wmultiplyirg. 
There certainly is on spot ia the United States, 
where the surrounding scenery is more inspiring 
than at Willianstown. The able presiding officer 
of this institution, and the unwearied pains taking 
by the Board to furnish it with abie instruction, 
and more than all the effusions of the Holy Ghost 
that have been shed upon it, promise that it shall 
live aud rise, and throw down its light through 
many generations, till the Lo:d come. 





For the Religious Intelligencer. 


THE AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY A CHAR- 
ITABLE (NOT A MERCANTILE) LNSIITU- 
TION. 

Whatever may have been the impressions of the 
founders of this Society, or of the Christian com 
munity, respecting the plan of operations which it 
ought to adopt, the indications of Divixe Provi 
dince are now clear, that it must engage largely in 
GRATUITOUS DISTRIBUTIONS TO THE DEST! 
vuTE, and tbat liberal donations for this object 
will be indispensable. 

The multitudes of our destitute to be supplied 
with Tracts, are, we believe, more numerous 
than those have been aware of, and who have 
mourned most deeply over the desolations of Zi- 
on. Leaving now out of question, the wants of 
all Pagan lands, of South America, and of North 
America except our own country ; passing over, 
also, the wants of our own seamen, and leaving 
out of question the whole of New England, where 
inany Tracts have been circulated, though proba- 
bly the population of more than half its territory. 
have never yet been blessed or visited by Tracts. 
Leaving out of the question all these, and all the 
destitute families in our large cities, and in the im- 
mediate vicinity of churches and Christians who 
could, if they would, easily supply them, let one 
acquainted with the real state of our population, 
take a map of the United States, and see what 
destitutions still remain. 

Let him commence with the state of New- York, 
near the southern extremity of Lake Champlain, 
and follow the boundary line of the state to Can- 
ada, and thence along the shores of Lakes Onta 
no and Erie, and round on the southern boundary 
till he approaches the Hudson; jet him examine 
the northern and western parts of Pennsy!vania, 
qnqg the mountainous tracts, and pines of New 
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Jersey ; proceeding south let him explore the 
whole state of Virginia embracing more than 
1.000.000 of iwhabitents, «:d Noh and South 
Carolina, embracing 1.200,000 nore 3 and lethim 
become feimiliar with the moral state of a large 
part of Georgia. 

When he has well considered the openings for 
the gratuitous distribution of Tracts in these states, 
let him reflect that other states west and south of 
the Alleghany mountains, occupy a fertile territo- 
iy much larger than all he has yet explored, and 
contain 4,000,000 of inhabiiauts one third of 
the whole population ‘of the Uniled Slates; let 
hinr inquire into the moral condition of af! these 
nillions—learn how many places of public wor- 
ship they have—how many able avd faithful 
preachers of the Gospel—how mony Bibles, how 
many Sebbath Schools, how tacthe Sabbath is re- 
garded, and the name of Goo revered; what num- 
bers are destroying hady i by inten per 


ance; how far infidelity anc tal ertors pre- 
vail; how many children a: re growing 
up without instruction, and tgworent of the way 
of @alvation. 

While the view is fresh in the memory. !«' bim 
also reflect, that this country is now in oc rae 
tive infancy, forming a character for ay nd 


that the eyes of the true friends of God and man 
throughout the civilized world are now directed 


here, that they may see whether there cau be vir-. 


tue enough in the peopie to support a free govern- 
ment; and let him follow the multitudes of our 
fellow men, who * live without God inthe world,” 
in their onward and rapid course to eternity: then 
let him say how many short and interesting por- 
tions of the pungent and searching truths of the 
Gospel, in the form of Religious Tracts, it is de- 
sirable to send to these multitudes, and what 4s the 
call upon the American Tract Society, to engage 
in gralutlous distributions. 

The wants of these large portions of onr coan- 
try are not a matter of mere theory. There 
scarcely a spot of considerable size throughout the 
whole extent, from which applications for the gra- 
tuitous distribution of Tracts have not already 
been pressingly urged upon the American Tract 
Society. 

“Task of you,” says a clergyman in Ohio, 
“825 worth of ‘I'racts for gratuitous distribution. 
Unitarians and Universalists are distiibating their 
Tracts bere, and we expect soon to see even De- 
istical Tracts in circulation. The friends of relig- 
ion here will do what they can, but they cannot do 
all that must be done. The region all around us 
is a moral wilderness. The settlements are poor, 
and unable to buy fur themselves, or if able, they 
do not feel the importance of the work. $25 
worth would be but a mere morsel in supplying the 
wants of this partof Obio. Will not the commnit- 
tee grant us that 2” 

“ The portion country where I reside,” says an 
Episcopal clergyman, in one of Lower Virginia, 
“as the committee must certainly be aware, is in 
a state of deplorable ignorance on the subject of 
evangelical religion. 1 beg leave to solicit, in 
their behalf, a grant of Tracts; the gratuitous 
distribution of them here, I confidently believe, 
wilt much subserve the Redeeme:’s cause.” 

“T wish to know,” writes a travelling agent of 
the Society, in the northern part of Pennsylvania, 
“whether the Committee will not authorise me to 
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distribute some Tracts gratuitously to the desti 
tute families that live scattered through these in 
fant settlements. Who can calculate the amount 
of good which might result from putting one Tract 
of 12 pages in‘o each family ; the people would 
gladly receive them, In the neat two story dwell 
ing, and in the log cabin, with aslab or bark roof. 
Tam, as Agent of the Tract Society. received 
with equal kindness, and entertained free of ex 
pense.” 

“In every direction around me,” writes a cor. 
dial fiiend of the cause in the western part of N. 
Carolina, “is a wide ficld for the graluiteus dis 
tribution of Tracts, and but litle can be done 
here, at present. to promote their circulation in 
any other way. I could easily distribute 100.000 
pages in this and neighbouring counties, among @ 
people exceedingly destitu’e of religions books, and 
the means of grace. Other parts of North Caro- 
lina and Virginia have also high claims to yous 
chiistian liberality. In many counties, in both 
these siates, Ihave good reason to. believe that 
Tracts are almost unknown, All the issues of 
your noble Institution the last year, notwithstand 
ing its unprecedented prosperity, would not be suf 
ficient to afford two Tracts to each inhabitant of 
these two states! And though some might think 
themselves too wise to be benefitred by a Trac: 
yet [never bad the happiness to be acquainted 
with an individual whom T considered such; nor 
do I know where to look for better moral treatises. 
more entertaining biographies, or bette: specimens 
of writing, than some of vour Tracts.” 

But there is no end to extracts that might be 
given. These are sufficient to show the character 
the sincerity, and the earnestness of applications 
for the gratuitous distribution of Tracts to desti- 
tute parts of the country 

And let it not be forgotten, that such is the 
rapidity of movement of the system of Tract op- 
erations, that, with proper efforts of the Chris 
tians, some portions of, Divine truth may, throngh 
its instrumentality, in a very short period of tise. 
be sent intoevery destitute family in the country 
“ Twelve miliions of inhabitants are indeed a 
great many ; but fivelve millions of Tracts can he 
printed, and printed in one year. with no essential 
sacrifice to the community. Our popularion too 
is increasing with a rapidity that astonishes us: 
but the amount of Reiigious Tracts issued inay 
soon he made toequal and surpass it.” Let us 
bring forward preachers of the Gospel as fast as 
we can; but Tracts, as their forerunners, may be 
~ sent to every neighbourhood long before preachers 
can be obtained and thrust into the harvest. Lav- 
men, and even Ladies, are perfectly adequate to 
distribute them; and there are multitudes, whose 
hearts are inthe work, and who would cheerfully 
engege in their distribution, were they but able 1 
procure the Tracts. For these they look to thy 
American Tract Society, sustained by the heral) 
ty of Chrisiians in more favored paris of thy 
country. 

And in order to render their liberality effective 
to the gratuitous supply of the destitute, the Aux- 
iliaries and friends of the society must not merely 

rchase Tracts for their ewn supply, (for the 
Practs are SOLD AT COST) bot must aid the 
Society by charitable donations. These donation: 
must be such as to enable the Society not only to 


’ 
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Tracts from which the country may draw supplies 
but to provide for all the gratuitous distributions 
in addition. And who would not cheerfully con- 
tribute for exher of these objects ? Suppose a man 
could give one thousand dollars; this would en- 
able the Society to print one hundred thousand 
Tracts, and circulate edition after edition of them 
in rapid succession, long afier the donor had gone 
to the retributions of another world; or « would 
enable the Society to place one hundred thousand 
of these messengers of mercy in the hands of 
one hundred thousand of our destitute fellow 
countrymen, 

Let those whe have much of this world’. goods, 
and those who have lttle to bestow, reflect on this 
subject, and determine what they wall themselves 
commit to the treasury of this Society now, while 
calls are pressing upon it from every direction, and 
it is under engagements to the amount of nine 
thousand dollars tor paper, and its weasury is ab- 
soluiely empty ! ! 


[Remittances should be addressed to W. A. 
Hantock, Cor. Sec. No. 144 Nassau street, New 
York.] 


GRANVILLE BRANCH BIBLE SOCIETY. 


Extract from an Address delivered before the 
Granville Branch of the Ohio Bible Society, by 
Rev. J. Little. 


[Sent to the Editor of the Religious Intelligencer by re- 
quest of the Directors. ] 





When mankind had fallen into a dreadful 
gulf. a few individuals rose above their fellows, held 
couverse with heaven, and one after another for six- 
teen centuries brought down passports, descripticns 
of the way, and other directions how to escape the 
horrible pit. No sooner had the iast of these men 
slept with their fathers, than their reports were bro’t 
together to constitute the book we call the Bible.— 
Though these persons are no more, we rejoice that 
others. actuated by the same benevolence, distribute 
to fallen beings their messages. and produce the same 
hanpy effects. Such we would cope are the mem- 
bers of the Granville Bible Society. 

To show tl. value of your imst:tution. I will notice 
a fallen world withoul a Bible ; and wai the Bible has 
done. 

The condition of a world without a Bible, is not seen 
hy those who possess it. Infidels are insensible that 
half of their comforts flow from the book they wish 
to destroy.—We may have seen the daily light of the 
sun from our infancy to this day. without once re- 
flecting what our earth would now have been, had 
the sun never rose. We mary never have thought 
that for six thousand years past, ali would have been 
continued midnight and dreary winter. Instead of 
light, vegetation acd villages, all places would be 
dark, desolate and gloomy, without a prospect of 
morning or spring. Also we may never have tho’t, 
neither can we conjecture, what the moral world 
would be witheut a Bible. Surely it would be no less 
drears and gicomy than the natural world without a 
sun. [ft is vain to suppose the stars would fill the 
world with lieht and vegetation; but no more vain 
than to suppose the religion of nature, paganism, or 
any systein but that taught in the Bible will produce 
the advantages of Chr stianity. What have these 
systems of religion ever done to benefit mankind? 
What has Paganism done? Read the story of Molock, 
of Juecernaut and Saturn. See 500 children offered 
in a day at Carthege; 9000 destroyed a month ip 
Bengal; 9000 a year in the city of Pekin, and two 








procure stereotype plates, and issue a stock of 


thirds that annually come into the workd in Isles of 
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the Pacific. What has Mahometanism done? They 
who have been taken by the Arabs and Algerines will 
ttll you. What has the religion of nature done! It 
has been praised by multitudes of the learned for two 
handred years. And he whe has searched the world 
in vain to find a single village whose morals have 
been benefitted by them, as well as he who has seen 
2,000,000 under the French guillotine, can tell what 
the religion of nature has done.—Without a Bible all 
nations and even this society would soon be Hotten- 
tots, Hindoos, or American Savages. They are mis- 
taken who suppose themselves would be exempt from 
the general mass of heathenism. Had not a Bible 
been put into the hands of our fathers, we should still 
driak from the skulls of the enemy. These beautiful 
mounds might have been high places to Molock, 
where we should sacrifice our children. 
of this common might have to day been crimsoned 
with the blood warm from victims falling under the 
car of Juggernaut. These widows would be burning 
on the funeral! pile, and we in the temple of our idol 
instead of the house of the true God.—Iqthis world 
all is dark and gloomy, and in the other our souls 
must be subject to wretched transmigeation. When 
sickness and old age approach, instead of affectionate 
children, those we have nourished from the cradle, 
will throw us into the river, bury us alive, or leave us 
to die in some lonely pit. When we beg them to spare 
us the only consolation they will give while covering us 
with stones and earth, is ‘* you will soon be suffocated 
and your pains will be past.”” Mercy is unknown in 
a world without a Bible. The husband suffers his 
dog to approach nearer the table than his wife. She 
is put to death at his pleasure. No where on heathen 
ground is pity, charity, or a hospital, but every where 
is oppression and cruelty. 

The poor may die on « pilgrimage, in a hedge, or 
in the field, and no where is the good Samaritan, 
The Bible is not there to allay the hunger of the can- 
nibal. Would the members of this Society have 
been wanting iu these same evil propensities. These 
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1. It has done much for learning 

No section of the heathen world ever equalled 
Rome, in the Augustan age. Literature was patrou- 
ized by the great. Virgiland Horace sat at the fable 
of Cesar. But what did this accomplish without the 
Bible? The best and most that can be said of Rowan 
wealth, and Imperial patronage is, one to an hundred 
learned to read. A despised Missionary lands on a 
desolate Island without Caesar's money, or Caesar's 
sword. In a short time thousands can read. Lnastead 
of one reader ina hundred, there is a quarter or 
half the population. Whence arises the difference? 
The answer is easy, Cesar had no Bible. Go to any 
people where the Bible has vot found its way, aad 
you will not find one in two hundred that can read, 


What broke the spell of the dark ages! The Bib/e. 


What gave rise to all our seminaries of learning! The 
Bible. Whose money has founded the literary insti- 


tutions of Europe and America! The money of those 
who love the Bible. Point me toa flourishing Col- 
lege founded by an enemy tothe Bible. 

Let Bible men withdraw their approbation and pa 
ronage from any literary institution, and that institu 
tion must go down. I know not the persons who op- 
posed the Ohio school tax, but I shall risk nothing ia 
saying, they know little of their Bibles. 

2. »The Bible has done much for civil liberty. 

Cast your eyes over the nations, and with scarce an 
exception you will find their civil liberty run parallel 
with their knowledge of the Bible. America estab- 
lished the best government in the world. France 
seeing our liberty, envied us, killed the king, aad 
shouted for a free government. She entirely failed; 
and with more military science, more wealth, and 
more able commanders, she soon found herself bieed- 
ing under a military despot. Why this unequal suc- 
cess? Our fathers had a helm to their ship, but 
France burot in the streets of Paris the only helm 
that will ever steer to the haven of civil liberty. And 
let me tell the public spirited men of this Society 
that unless such men as you are industrious to thrust 





hands which break to you the sacred bread, might 
this hour be dipping up the blood warm from the 
gashes inade in these church members. Sach a state 
of things would be less deplorable could we some 
where find a bright spot, some exception tothe gen- 
eral darkness. But no such spot can be fouud, 


Bibles into the cottages that overspread this great 
valley of the Mississippi, our republic must be dashed 
to pieces. We expect the heads of department to be 
filled by men who gain their places by political in- 
trigue. The public good will be less thought of than 
their advancement. As such men must rise or fall 


Heathenism in every form is essentialiy the same. | by the suffrages of the people, they will ever calculate 


Had the Bible not come tous, not this town, nor even | 


this Society would have been exempt from the general 
misery. 

But another view of the subject will blacken our 
world without a bible, already black as night. Man 
fell in the days of Adam: but room was left to fall 
further Depravity is ever on the march. The his- 
tory of Paganism will show us a continual departure 
from original rectitude. Ancient Paganism was not 
so corrupt as modern. The religion of Greece and 
Rome was less to be dreaded than that of Hindostan 
and the South Sea Islands. Jupiter and Mercury 
were preferable to Juggernaut and Vishnu. No an- 
cient religion directly depopulated any nation. See 
England and Scotland before the Bible came. Who 
can tell what horrid rites would have polluted their 
sons of the nineteenth century? These rites weuld 
have been felt by ourselves and our children. These 
140 Sabbath Schools, instead of coming together to 
recite the Bible, would be brought together to be sac- 
rificed to some demon. Instead of seeing these nine- 
ty youth in the Bible Class, they would be assembled 
to perform some abominable heathenish rites, while 
their parents would be hanging by hooks, or mangling 
their limbs to please some idol. 

in showing what the Bible has done I will notice 
three particulars. 


* Allthis sectiou of country abounds with these works 
of antiquity. 


to enact such measures as will be popular among their 
constituents When such is the state of thiags, a 
knowledge of the Bible among the common pcopte 
will be the only safety valveto the nation. Were the 
principles of the Bible sufficiently felt at home, Con- 
gress would not dare run the mail oa the Sabbath ¢ 
cuuse the standing army to be mustered and inspec- 
ted ou the Sabbath, and on that holy day be seen rid- 
ing in a pleasure boat to Mount Vernon What the 
Bible has done for civil liberty in some favored spots, 
it would do in others were it allowed to speak. 

3. The Bible has done much for religion. 

If there is such a thing as prety or sound morality, 
it is founded on the Bible. And this we might ex- 
pect was a foundation of every thing valuable. We 
value books by the celebrity of the authors, and of 
course expect great things when the God of heaven ‘s 
the author. Good things have been realized. It bis 
created institutions of benevolence----built hospita's 
----and taken the poor from the hedges and highwaye 
It has given the female liberty to eat with her hus- 
band, and cultivate her mind. It has sent out hun- 
dreds of missionaries, and like the good Mentor gone 
with them to give wisdom and power. How could 
they go among the heathen empty handed? They 
might arise and shake themselves like Sampson, but 
all would see they had lost that wherein their grevt 
strength lay. The Bible has expelled the moaster »: 
paganism from Europe. Nothing but bis scatters! 





limbs remains in America. Being smitten ia bis + 
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in Asia and Africa, he begins to totter. This has not | lar to that mm several places around us, and the means 
been done by orators and writers. The Bible has| have beenthe same. The greater part of the hope. 


softly whispered io conscience. 

The Bible has shown men that it will bleas them in 
proportion as they critically study its contents.--~ 
When the papal power deprived the people of the Bi- 
ble, they sunk to the coniiaes of paganism. When a 
people applies itsel’ to the study of the book of life, 
they become Christians. Why cannot a Bible Class 
keep their hearts closed for years against a revival ? 
It is because the Brble is their text-book. When Lu- 
ther dared to cail his countrymen to the Bible. Rome 
trembled. Itis the Bible that has lately illumined 
New England with revivals, and it is the Bible that 
has bestowed on our happy age two hundred million 
ponnal Christians, and ten million real Christians. 

But would you see what the Bible has dove, ask 
those in heaven. Ask the happy millions how they 
found the way tw those serene abodes? They will say 
the Bible was their guide. And they will tell you 
that book has yet designs to accomplish vast as eter- 
nity ; that it will still go om to prosper; and that if 
you do not favor its circulation according to your 
ability, it will direct against you all the threatnings 
contained in it, 

So long as it is doubtful whether a single town is 
amply supplied with Bibles from the Allegany to the 
Stony mountains, and from the Gulf of Mexico to 
Lake Superior, we have no reason to relax our exer- 
tions because we have not a sufficiently extensive 
fieli Think it a privilege to do something in the 
cause of heaven. Act from Christian motives, and 
God will abundantly bless the members of this So- 
Ciety 


REVIVAL. 


From a brief account of arevival in Enfield, pub- 
Ushec i, the Connecticut Observer, we make the fol- 
low ': af 

Tn 0.0 scoring of 1226, a small number in our part 
oft! vu became hopefully the sibjects of renew- 
ing «ace, avd made « profession of their faith. Bat 
the ‘vork was of short duration, scarcely prevailed 


beyond the timits of a single district, and seemed to 
be checked by some inexplicable cause, at a time 
when some praying saints, who were greatly burden- 
ed by the prevalence of certain imunoralities, were 
anxiously waiting and expecting that God was about 
to glorify himself, by the conversion of many sin- 
ners, and by converting houses of vice and stapidi- 
ty into habitations of prayer. But the work was 
only suspended : for after the lapse of a few months, 
during which time a number, in view of our spirit- 
ual necessities, cried to God the more, that he would 
come and save us, it was commenced in January last, 
in our Grammar School. Some of the pupils, after 
weeks of anxiety and convictions of the hardness and 
wickedness of their hearts, were brought to rejoice 
in God; while others had transient “impressions, 
and resolved at first to be sharers in the work, but 
dil not give satisfactory evidence of becoming new 
creatures. From the school, the work was soon seen 
to prevail among an older class. Our meetings be- 
came full, and many were manifestly pricked in the 
heart, under the searching traths ofthe word. Fifty, 
and sometimes eighty attended the evening meeting. 
The work advanced inthe centre and south part of 
the town for the period of five months, in a silent and 
gradual manner, attended with less observation 
than is usual at such seasons, but in a manner which 
earried decisive evidence that the Lord was working 
salvation in the midst of us. The church seemed 
generally to possess that praying breath which is so 
mecessary to the advancement of a revival; and 
many of them evidently partook largely of the bles- 


ful converts of which there have been probably 
not far from fifty, have been among the youth, par. 
ticularly the female youth. The work has been 
marked with a great degree of regularity, and the 
hopeful subjects have shewa an uncommon degree of 
self distrust and jealousy over their own heart. - In- 
deed, many of them have not manifested that strengt) 
of hope and comfort in believing which is desirable 
But on the other hand, aware of the danger of em 
bracing a fallacious hope, have scarcely dared to 
class themselves with the children of God. Twenty- 
seven have been received into the church at three 
different times, as the fruits of the revival. Some 
others, it is expected, will make a profession soon. 
And as they profess to have received Christ Jesus 
the Lord, we hope they may “ abide in. him, that 
when he shall appear, we may have confidence and 
not be ashamed before him at his coming.” In clo. 
sing this account, my mind turns with anxiety to 
three or four amoung us, who for a little season rejoic- 
ed in the light, and testified to the comforts of those 
who are brought into the liberty of the gospel, but 
are now walking in darkness. casting away their 
former hope, and feel that they shall no more see 
good. Could [ acquaint my christian friends with 
the days and weeks of sadness which they bave 
known already. and their feartu! apprehensions that 
God hath io anger shut up his tender mercies, and 
that he will be favorable no more, they would remem. 
ber them with a deep christian sympathy, and lift 
up their ardent prayers that their light might break 
forth as the morning, and their health spring forth 
speedily, that righteousness might go before them, 
and the glory of the Lord be their reward 
Fravcis L. Rosine. 

Enfield, September 5, 1827. 





From the Rochester Observer. 
ON REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 


In my former communication, I noticed two of 
the means calculated to promote revivals of religion. 
These were, fervent prayer and clear faithful preach. 
ing. To these | add, 
Il. Family visiting. 
It is a truth, which has passed into a maxin among 
those who have been most engaged in revivals, that 
the closer we can come to the conscience of the sin- 
ner, the greater is the prospect of doing him gooa. 
Aud in no way is this doing so effectually and so 
readily, as at the domestic fire-side, in a friendly, 
Christian visit. Preaching has its place and an im- 
portant one too, but it has ever been the fact, that 
those ministers have been the most successful who 
have been most arduous in family visiting. Those 
truths which can only be treated of in general 
terms from the desk, can at the fire-side, be spo- 
ken of in plain familiar style, and be brought te 
bear directly on the heart. When addressed from 
me pulpit, sinners are very prone to lade other 
en’s shoulders, with the burden; bu when ad- 
dressed in the family circle they must feel, ‘ Thou 
art the man.’’ And till they feel this, there is but lit- 
tle hope of their salvation. 
This is a means of doing good, which falls equally 
within the province of the ministers of Jesus, and the 
private Christian. And often the latter may be as 
useful and do as much good in this manner as the 
former. If then, Christians would see revivals pro- 
noted, let them be faithfully diligent in the discharge 
of thisduty. It is a sphere in which even the feeble- 
est saint may be useful. It requires but the bright 
est talents or the most finished education. How ma- 
ny souls are now in heaven, saved by means of 4 





simgs. The character of the work has been simi- 


word in season, dropped by some humble Christiaa, 
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whose name is unknown in the literary world! Eve- 
ry rational being io the universe has some influence, 
and thisthe humble disciple of our Lord may, and 
ought to use for the salvation of souls. If he does 
not, he is justly chargable with misimproving, or rath- 
er burying his talent io the earth. 

These three mothods have ever been found emin- 
ently successful in promoting revivals. Others might 
easily be noticed, but the most prominent only were 
designed to be considered; therefore I pass to ob- 
serve, 

Il. The hindrances of revivals. These are, 

1. A want of union in the Church in fervent pray- 


In times of revivals it not unfrequently happens, 
that a part of the church awake, seek and find a 
spirit of prayer, while others remain settled on their 
lees, and come under the character of those who'are 
at ease in Zion. In such cases, the revival always 
lingers and languishes, and moves with a slow and 
seeiningly reluctant progress iustead of being a gen- 
eral, deep and overwhelming work. It is a fact, 
perfectly familiar to those acquainted with revivals 
at the present day, that they are more or less power- 
ful, as Christians are more or less fervent in their 
prayers. 

There seems to be an irtimate connection between 
the faithfulness of God’s, people and the work of the 
spirit; just in proportion to the fervor of the one, will 
be the descent of the other. Christians cannot have 
too deep a sense of this; only let them get this truth 
deeply fixed in their minds, and they cannot be at 
ease. If then only a part of the church are awake 
in every place when a revival of religion exists, it 
may be expected that the wheels will move heavily, 
and but few be saved. On the contrary, when we 
see a whole church uniting their hearts and coming 
up as one man to the work; where we find all actu- 
ated by the same spirit and all seeking the saime 
things, the fountains of the great deep will be broken 
up,—a general and an overwhelming work will be 
felt,—every day will resound with the cries of the 
awakened sinner for mercy, and the song of triumph 
from souls new-born into the kingdom of our God. 
But if there is not this union of feeling and of pray- 
ers, if one-half of the church are asleep while the 
other half are awake, but little will be done. The 
former will lie as dead weights upon the hands of the 
latter ; discourage their efforts, palsy their exertions, 
and chill their faith. One stopip Creistian in 
time of a revival will do incalculable injury, and in- 
deed the great adversary does nol want, and cannot 
have a better co-adjutor than an unfeeling Christian. 
His influence is like the breath of a pestilence ; death 
and ruin, lamentation and eternal groans fellow in 
his footsteps, while sinners stumble over him into 
endless despair. {t is only by union, that great 
things are accomplished. In every case, union is 
Strength If God’s people then are not united, they 
cannot expect great things to be done. And praver 
is a work in which all may engage. Every age, 
every sex and condition ; the high and the low, the 
rich and the poor, may here unite, and blend their 
prayers and their hearts in one common and mighty 
effort. And if this is done, any place will become 
awful with the presence of God. " There will! be a uni- 
versal breaking up of the hearts of sinners, and the 
mountains will flow down under the influence of the 
Holy Spirit. 

_ 2. Another hindrance to a revival of religion is 
injudicious measures of ministers and Christians. . 

As has been remarked, ministers are to preach 
the truth, if they would free themselves from quilt. 
And it has also been observed, they must be ca eful 
to have the truths they preach seasonable. it would 
be well for ministers to remember this grand maxim ; 
seasonable truth is always good. Every one who 
Kaows human natare,@nd who is acquainted with 


the state of feeling among any particular people, can 
judge whether any particular truth will be in season 
or not. For want of this care there can be no 
doubt, that many able, pious and devout ministers 
have greatly injured the cause, and circumscribed 
their own influence. And the manner of presenting 
truth should be considered. Trath may be presen- 
ted in such a manner, as to disgust, even as the most 
palatable food may be presented under such cireum- 
stances and in such forms, as to nauseate instead of 
nourish. Every minister should be careful not to 
close the door of the sinner’s heart. 'f once he 
disgust, it will be along time, if ever, before he will 
regain lost confidence. I am by no means an ad- 
vocate for half-way measures, soft preaching, or a 
man-pleasing course. Far be this from my heart. 
Bui let @ minister be firm prudent, wise. humble, 
fervent, seasonable, and it does not want the spirit of 
prophecy to discern, that he will be successful. And 
the same remarks will apply to Christians. 

They must always be careful to keep open the ac- 
cess tothe heart. Or, #8 Bunyan has it, “ Ear Gate” 
“must not be shut. When this is closed, there is but 
little hope. 

And in time of revival, those who are iwnost active 
in it, must be careful not to suffer any root of bitter- 
ness to spring up to tronble them, 

My meaning will be better comprehended by nar 
rating the following incident.—A_ revival occurred 
ina certam place m this State, and for atime was 
conducted principally by two young men, who had 
had much experience in revivals. Their measures 
were approved by the Holy Spirit, and rendered 
successful. 

After some weeks, another person was raised 
up to assist them. This person thought it best to 
adopt measures a little different. He did so, and 
those young men withdrew from the work, never 
doing any thing unless directly called upon.—The 
work visibly declined and is now almost, if not quite, 
atanend. Their duly evidently was to have gone, 
hand in hand with the other, and not relaxed their 
efforts till their friend had found his measures wrong, 
or till they had seen them blessed. This disagree- 
ment and this with-drawing, no doubt was one cause 
of the stopping of the work. The Holy Spirit will 
not abide under such circumstanes. 

Cc. ¥. 





THE HONEST PENSIONER. 


William Whiston, a learned but ecce trick divine, 
was a pensioner of queen Caroline, the consort of 
George Il.; and was sometimes admitted to her 
conversation, and received his pension from her own 
hands. At one of these interviews, she observed, 
“Mr. Whiston, | am imformed that you are a free 
speaker, and honestly tell people their faults; and I 
wish you would tell me mine ;” encouraging him at, 
the same time, to be sincere. Whiston hesitated ¢ 
and the qneev continued to urge him. “ Well,” 
said he, at length, “ since your majesty insists upon. 
it! must obey you. Many people come up to Len- 
don every spring, and very naturally desire to see 
the king and queen; who have not any opportunity 
of seeing you so conveniently as ot the Chapel Roy- 
al. But the country people, who are not use to such 
things. when they see your majesty talking with 
the king almost all the time of divine service, are 
perfectly astonished, and depart with strange im- 
pressions into their reapective counties. They make 
their report let me tell you, not at all to your ma- 
jesty’s hovour.”” The queen mused, ‘and replied < 





“T am sorry for it: I believe there may be too ionch 
truth in what you say But I pray, Mr. 

tell me another fault?” ‘No, madam,” «: it 
‘one at a time ; let me see you mend of this, beigre 


{ tell you of another.” 
































































































Poetry. 
From the Visitor & Telegraph. 
To E. B. J . 





Tnuov keepest thine evening vigils well ; 
Meek child of the chast’ning rod! 
In the pious prayer, and the anthem’s swell, 
Thy soul communes with its God ! 
Even now from yon aged elm-tree's shade, 
Where the beams of the moon may vot come, 
I heard the notes of thy service pald,— 
And gazed on thy bending form! 


When I[ saw thee steal from the giddy crowd, 
And silently hastening there ; 

And knew that thy heart and spirit were bowed 
In the solemn duty of prayer,— 

I thought, as | viewed thee, on bended knee, 
"Neath the shade and the twilight so dim, 

That such bely' worship was worthy of thee, 
Was grateful and pleasing to Him! 


i gazed—and my soul stood aghast, while I feared, 
But to think of the doom that must be! 
And I wept when thy pious prayer | heard, 
Breatbed forth for one guilty like me: 
But thus be it ever, thou dear gentle maid! 
Though | sink iv sorrow and blood ! 
Go thou still at eve, to that elm-tree’s shade, 
And pour out thy soul unto God. 
FAREWELL TO SIN. 
Satan will pecmit the sinner to pray, and hear 
the word, and make a goodly profession, if he 
doth pot go so far im the morning but that he 
may have him again at night. If conscience 
presses a reformation and change of the sinner’s 
course, rather than fail he will grant that also; 
yet as Pharavi, wheo be told the Israelites that 
they naught go, meant thei little ones should stay 
behind, (Exod. x. 11.) so Satan must have some 
litiie sin spared, and no matter though it be a lit- 
tle oue. But if you would get out of the Devil’s 
power make no composition with hia, Clivrist 
will be king, or no king. “™ Not a hoof must be 
lett belind,” or avy thing which may make an 
errand for thee afterwards to return. Take there- 
fore an everlasting farewell to every sin as to the 
sincere and fixed purpose of thine heart, or thou 
dost nothing. St. Paui jvins his tanh and his pur- 
pose together, (2 Tins. ui. 10,) vot the one without 
the othere 
Before God gave his law to the Israelites he 
would have them ow of Egypt, they could not 
gbey his laws and Pharaoh’s idolatrous customs 
also. Let me ask thee, poor soul, hast thou seri 
ously considered who Cirist is, and what his sweet 
government is? Dost thou find in thy heart an 
inward abhorrence of sin and Satan, and liking 
to Christ? A dese to renounce sin and Satan, 
and choose Civist for thy Lord? Does thy soul 
say as Rebecca, “I will go, uf [could tet! how to 
get to hint; but alas, [am a prisoner, and canno! 


Cc—~. 
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Poetry—To E. B. I.—Farewell to Sin,—Christian Almanac. 
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shake off my fetters and set mysélf at liberty te 
come unto Christ.” Well, poor soul, dost thoy 
groan heavily under thy bondage? Then take 
comfort ; He that heard the cry of Israel in Eg ype 
will hear thine also, and come and save thee our 
of the hands of thy lusts, If Christ nas won thy 
heart, He will be true to thee, and be at al! the 
cost to bring thee out of thy prison-house ; yea, 
he will take the pains to come to thee hinwself. aod 
will bring with Him those “ wedding ga:menis” in 
which he will carry thee from thy prison to His 
Father’s house with joy, GuRNAL. 


THE CHRISTIAN ALMANAC FOR 1828. 


This work contains all the astronomical and other 
useful matter embraced in the common Almanacs, to. 
gether with a rich fund of religious instruction and 
an cdote, various items of reference adapted to gen- 
eral convenience and utility, and a view of the pro- 
gress of the Cause of Benevolence throughout the 
world. It comprises 36 pages, neatly done up in 
printed covers, and will be sold at 6 1-4 cents, single ; 
50 cents per dozen; $3 50 per hundred. To those 
ordering 1000 copies or more, an additional discount 
will be made. 

The Committee have also published a Christian Al 
manac for 1828, for the United States, adapted for 
convenient use in every part of the country. Persons 
at a distance wishing for the Christian Almanac, but 
not in quantities so large as to warrant a distinct edi- 
tion, will find it much to their advantage to apply for 
the Uniled States Edition, which will comprise 48 pa- 
ges, in printed covers, price 6 1-4 cents, single ; 60 
cents per dozen; $4 50 per 100; $35 00 per 1000. 

All persons at a distance should transmit their or- 
ders for the Almanac at the earliest practicable date ; 
and if the friends of the cause will eagage merchants, 
and others in their vicinity, to take from taem a defi- 
nite number, and then order the aggregate, the circu- 
lation will be greatly extended. 


Orders should be addressed to Mr. Witciam A. 
Hatxock, Corresponding Secretary of the American 


Tract Society, 144 Nassau-street, New-York. 
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FAIRFIELD MISSIONARY MEETING. 


The Auxiliary Foreign Mission Society of Fair- 
field, Eastern District, will bold their annual meeting 
at Brookfield, on Thursday, the 4th of October next, 
at 2 o'clock P. M. 

A deputation from the American Board are expec- 
ted to be present and to address the meeting. 

At the close of the exercises, a collection will be 
taken for the funds of the Society. This collection 
is not intended to interfere with the regular dona- 
tions et the ananual call of the Collectors; but will 
accommodate those who have given less than they 
may then feel inclined to give, or who have giveu 
nothing to the Collectors, but who may haye the ob- 
ject so fairly presented, that they may feel inclined 
to aid in so uoble a cause. 


JOSHUA LEAVITT, See'y. 














Straiford, Sept. 20, 1827. 
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